The Truth About Leaven
Teacher’s Guide

Lesson ONEMaterial Needed:
‘The TRUTH About LEAVEN’ Book for each child and teacher
Computer or Apple TV for PowerPoint slides
FIRST PASSOVER Word Search Puzzle
Bible Journal Activity Book: ‘Beware of the Leaven’ (pgs. 1-10)




Before Class set up PowerPoint presentation.  You will be directed when to begin the slides in the reading below.

At the beginning of Class, have the kids open their ‘The TRUTH About LEAVEN’ books, and you read it to them while they are following along. 

When you have finished reading the Booklet to the class, then read the remaining lesson below.  Do not begin slides until directed in the teaching:

Lesson to read:

“Did you know that God uses NATURAL things in this world to teach us SPIRITUAL things.  Leaven is an example of that!

“Today we are going to look at what happened BEFORE the first Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread.  We are going back to the Book of Genesis to see what happened prior to these two Feasts days.

“Please listen while I read to you what happened:  

“A very, VERY long time ago, there was a man named Abram, who was living in a country called UR.  (Show SLIDE ONE.  Point to the white circle.)  This is where Abram lived!”


“And when he was 70 years old, God told him to move to another country.   God told him to move here” – (Show SLIDE TWO.  Point to the white circle.   Show the kids the GREEN dotted line, so they can see the path Abram took to get to the place God was taking him.)


SLIDE THREE
“God told Abram that He was going to make him a great nation, and that KINGS would come from him.”  

“Sometime later God changed his name from Abram to ABRAHAM.  Has anyone here heard of Abraham in the Bible?”  

SLIDE FOUR
“After some time, Abraham and Sarah had a son who was named ISAAC, and…”

SLIDE FIVE
“… when Isaac grew up and took Rebekah as his wife, they had two sons named Esau and Jacob.” 

“Has anyone heard of Jacob?”

“Did you know that Jacob had TWELVE sons?”  

SLIDE SIX
“(Wow!  That is a lot of sons, isn’t it?)  But God allowed this many sons, because He wanted to fulfill the promises that He had made to Abraham, then Isaac and then Jacob.  He had promised that He would make Abraham into a “great nation”. 

“Does anyone know what the number 12 represents in Scripture?” 

“The number 12 represents God’s perfect number for GOVERNMENT.  And if God promised that He would make Abraham into a great nation (the nation that would eventually RULE THE WORLD), then it makes sense that He would allow Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, to have TWELVE sons, doesn’t it?”

“Another thing that is good to know is that just like God changed Abram’s name, He also gave Jacob a new name.  God gave Jacob the name ISRAEL.  The name, ISRAEL, means: “He will rule with God.”  And so…”

SLIDE SEVEN
“…The 12 sons of Jacob became known as the 12 sons of Israel, who then became known as the 12 TRIBES of Israel…the Jewish people.”

“All this information is found in the BOOK of GENESIS, the FIRST book of the Bible.  And it is through this series of events that Leaven is mentioned in the Bible!  As we have just seen in our booklet, leaven is used for the first time in the BOOK of EXODUS.  This is the SECOND book in the Bible.  So let’s look to see what happened to the 12 tribes of Israel.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Through ongoing events, the 12 tribes of Israel came to live in Egypt and were eventually enslaved there.  This was in fulfillment of one of the prophecies that God had given Abraham before Isaac was even born.  God told him that for a 400-year period of time, Abraham’s descendants would be sojourners (meaning pilgrims or travelers) and then become slaves in a land not their own.  And that’s exactly what happened!  From the day Isaac (Abraham and Sarah’s son) was born until his descendants were released from slavery was exactly 400 years!    So, let’s jump ahead that point in time – 400 years later.”  


SLIDE EIGHT 
“The Children of Israel (remember these are the descendants of Jacob, the grandson of Abraham, whose name was changed to Israel) had been slaves in Egypt for a long time.  And over the period of time in Egypt, Jacob’s family had grown from Jacob’s 12 sons and their families (70 people in all) to more than 2,000,000 people!  (That is a LOT of people!)  And this night of the Passover was when God would free them from slavery.

“Do you remember what they were supposed to do on this first Passover?”  


SLIDE 9
“God told each household to take a perfect and spotless lamb and kill it.  Then they were supposed to take the blood from the lamb and rub the blood on around the door of their house… So, all the families of Israel did that on this particular night.” 

SHOW 4 SLIDES – SLIDES 10, 11, 12, 13.

“This was when the FIRST FEAST the nation of Israel was to celebrate – the Feast of Passover took place.”   

“Because of their obedience in applying the blood of the Passover lambs to their door posts and lintels, God FREED them from slavery and sent them out of Egypt in order to take them to the Promised Land.”

We will learn more about that next week.  

(To the Teacher:  Throughout the week allow the children to color in the Bible Journal Activity Book for the Leaven Booklet.  Pages 1-10 accompany this lesson.  It is suggested that you be familiar with the OT events connected with the pages and talk to your children about these biblical events.)

Also, here is a link to print WORD SEARCH puzzle:  http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/wordsearches/puzzles/wordsearch-1582512.pdf
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