Understanding Hebrews Lecture Notes

Hebrews Lecture — Introduction

Hebrews 13
22 But | urge you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for
| have written to you briefly.

Isaiah 28 (KJV)
9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to
understand doctrine?

them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the
breasts. 10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a
little: 11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he
speak to this people. 12 To whom he said, This is the rest
wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the
refreshing: yet they would not hear. 13 But the word of the LORD
was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little;

Hebrews 1

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in
many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken
to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the world.

Hebrews 2
1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we
have heard, lest we drift away from it.
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[l Samuel 7
14 "| will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me...”

John 1

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and
the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the

darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. ...

9 There was the true light which, coming into the world,
enlightens every man. 10 He was in the world, and the world was
made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came
to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

15 John bore witness of Him, and cried out, saying, "This
was He of whom | said, 'He who comes after me has a higher

rank than [, for He existed before me." 16 For of His fullness we
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have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was
given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through
Jesus Christ. 18 No man has seen God at any time; the only
begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has

explained Him.

John 1

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him
of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 46 And Nathanael *said to him,
"Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip *said to him,
"Come and see." 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and
said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" 48
Nathanael *said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered
and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under
the fig tree, | saw you." 49 Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, You

are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel."

Luke 24

25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to
believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not
necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into
His glory? 27 And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets,
He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the
Scriptures.
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Luke 24

...44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which | spoke to
you while | was still with you, that all things which are written
about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled." 45 Then He opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures...

Deuteronomy 18 (Moses speaking)

15 "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me

from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.
16 "This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your God
in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear
again the voice of the LORD my God, let me not see this great fire
anymore, lest | die.! 17 And the LORD said to me, 'They have
spoken well. 18 | will raise up a prophet from among their
countrymen like you, and | will put My words in his mouth, and he
shall speak to them all that | command him. 19 And it shall come
about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall
speak in My name, | Myself will require it of him...

John 5
39 "You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them
you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me...

43 "l have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me;
if another shall come in his own name, you will receive him...

45 "Do not think that | will accuse you before the Father; the one
who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 46
For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of
Me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe
My words?"
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Hebrews 1

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in
many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken
to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the world.
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Lecture Notes — Lesson One

Hebrews 1
1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the

prophets in many portions and in many ways,

2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the

world.

3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of
His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high; 4 having become as
much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent

name than they. 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say,

"THOU ART MY SON, TODAY | HAVE BEGOTTEN
THEE"?
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Psalm Two

1 Why are the nations in an uproar, And the peoples devising a
vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth take their stand, And the
rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His
Anointed:

3 "Let us tear their fetters apart, And cast away their cords
from us!"

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 5
Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His
fury:

6 “But as for Me, | have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy
mountain."

7 "l will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me,

‘Thou art My Son, Today | have begotten Thee. 8 Ask of
Me, and | will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, And
the very ends of the earth as Thy possession. 9 Thou shalt break
them with a rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like
earthenware."

10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take
warning, O judges of the earth. 11 Worship the LORD with
reverence, And rejoice with trembling. 12 Do homage to the Son,
lest He become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath

may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!

Psalm 89
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27 "l also shall make him My first-born, The highest of the kings of
the earth...

Daniel 7

9 "l kept looking until thrones were set up, And the Ancient
of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow, And the
hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with
flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 10 A river of fire was
flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon
thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were
standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened.
11 Then | kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words
which the horn was speaking; | kept looking until the beast was
slain, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire. 12
As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but
an extension of life was granted to them for an appointed period
of time. 13 | kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the
clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He
came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.
14 And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all
the peoples, nations, and men of every language Might serve
Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass
away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed...

21 "l kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints
and overpowering them 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One,
and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the
kingdom...

... 25 'And he [the fourth beast] will speak out against the Most
High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will
intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be
given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 26 But the
court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away,
annihilated and destroyed forever. 27 Then the sovereignty, the
dominion, and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole

9
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heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest
One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the
dominions will serve and obey Him.'

Luke 1

30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for
you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive
in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom

will have no end."

John 18

37 Pilate therefore said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus
answered, "You say correctly that | am a king. For this | have
been born, and for this | have come into the world, to bear witness

to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."

10
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Two

Hebrews 1

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the
prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days
has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all

things, through whom also He made the world.

as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 5 For

to which of the angels did He ever say,

"THOU ART MY SON, TODAY | HAVE BEGOTTEN
THEE"?

And again,

“I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON
TO ME™?

11
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[l Samuel 7

8 "Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, 'Thus
says the LORD of hosts, "l took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep, that you should be ruler over My people
Israel.

9 "And | have been with you wherever you have gone and have
cut off all your enemies from before you; and | will make you a
great name, like the names of the great men who are on the
earth.

10 "l will also...

12



Understanding Hebrews Lecture Notes

Hebrews 1

6 And when He again brings the first-born into the world, He says,
"AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM."

7 And of the angels He says,

"WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS,
AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE."

13
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Revelation 22

12 "Behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward [is] with Me, to
render to every man according to what he has done. 13 | am the
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the
end."

16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for
the churches. | am the root and the offspring of David, the bright
morning star."

20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, | am coming
quickly.”

14
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Three

Colossians 1

16 For by Him all things were created, [both] in the heavens and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities--all things have been created by Him and for
Him 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fulness
to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to
Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross;

through Him, | say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.

Genesis 1

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 And
the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the
surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the

surface of the waters.

Isaiah 45

18 For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the
God who formed the earth and made it, He established it and did
not create it a waste place, But formed it to be inhabited), "l am
the LORD, and there is none else.

Ezekiel 28

15
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12 "Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and
say to him, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "You had the seal of
perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 13 You were in
Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your
covering: The ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; The beryl, the
onyx, and the jasper; The lapis lazuli, the turquoise, and the
emerald; And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and
sockets, was in you. On the day that you were created They were
prepared. 14 You were the anointed cherub who covers, And |
placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; You
walked in the midst of the stones of fire. 15 You were blameless
in your ways From the day you were created, Until

unrighteousness was found in you.

Isaiah 14

12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son

of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have

weakened the nations! 13 But you said in your heart,
'I will ascend to heaven; | will raise my throne above the
stars of God, And | will sit on the mount of assembly In the
recesses of the north.14 | will ascend above the heights of
the clouds; | will make myself like the Most High.'

15 "Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the

recesses of the pit.

Ezekiel 28

16
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16 "By the abundance of your trade You were internally filled with
violence, And you sinned; Therefore | have cast you as profane
From the mountain of God. And | have destroyed you, O covering
cherub, From the midst of the stones of fire. 17 Your heart was
lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by
reason of your splendor. | cast you to the ground; | put you before
kings, That they may see you. 18 By the multitude of your
iniquities, In the unrighteousness of your trade, You profaned your
sanctuaries. Therefore | have brought fire from the midst of you; It
has consumed you, And | have turned you to ashes on the earth
In the eyes of all who see you. 19 All who know you among the
peoples Are appalled at you; You have become terrified, And you

will be no more.

Genesis 1:3ff
Day One
Day Two
Day Three
Day Four
Day Five
Day Six
Seventh Day

17
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Genesis 2

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all
their hosts. 2 And by the seventh day God completed His work
which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from all
His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work

which God had created and made.

18
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Il Peter 3

3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will
come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and
saying,

"Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the

fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the

beginning of creation."

5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by
the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was
formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at
that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But the
present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for
fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved,
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish
but for all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar
and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the

earth and its works will be burned up.

19
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Four

What is the main theme of this Passage?

Psalm 2 —

I Samuel 7 —

Psalm 97 —

Psalm 104 —

Psalm 45 —

Psalm 102 —

Psalm 110 —

21
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Hebrews 1:6-2:5

6 And when He again brings the first-born into the world, He says,
"AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM."

7 And of the angels He says,
"WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS, AND HIS MINISTERS
A FLAME OF FIRE."

8 But of the Son He says,
"THY THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE
RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM.
9 THOU HAST LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED
LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, THY GOD, HATH
ANOINTED THEE WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE
THY COMPANIONS."

10 And,
"THOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING DIDST LAY THE
FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE
THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; 11 THEY WILL PERISH, BUT
THOU REMAINEST; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD
AS A GARMENT, 12 AND AS A MANTLE THOU WILT
ROLL THEM UP; AS A GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE
CHANGED. BUT THOU ART THE SAME, AND THY YEARS
WILL NOT COME TO AN END."

22
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13 But to which of the angels has He ever said,
"SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE
ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR THY FEET"?

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the

sake of those who will inherit salvation?

1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have
heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For if the word spoken through
angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just recompense, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great
a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was
confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also bearing witness with
them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of

the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which

we are speaking.

23
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I Peter 1

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain
an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 that the proof of
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even
though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have not seen
Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9
obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace
that would come to you made careful search and inquiry, 11 seeking to
know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating
as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 12 It
was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in
these things which now have been announced to you through those who
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven--things

into which angels long to look.

24
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13 Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix
your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation

of Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 2

...3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?

II Thessalonians 2

13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren
beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning
for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 14
And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brethren, stand firm and
hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth
or by letter from us.

16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father,
who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,

17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

25
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Five

The Five Warnings of Hebrews

Hebrews 2:1-4 (1* warning)

God calls our attention to the need to pay much closer attention to
the prophecies concerning the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ,
because if we neglect this knowledge or drift away from it, we will

receive a just recompense.

27
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Hebrews 1

13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, "SIT AT MY
RIGHT HAND, UNTIL | MAKE THINE ENEMIES A FOOT-STOOL
FOR THY FEET"? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out
to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to
what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For if the word
spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense, 3
how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it
was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by
those who heard, 4 God also bearing witness with them, both by
signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the
Holy Spirit according to His own will. 5 For He did not subject to
angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.

6 But one has testified somewhere, saying, “What is man...

28
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Psalms 8

1 O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Thy name in all the
earth, Who hast displayed Thy splendor above the heavens! 2
From the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou hast
established strength, Because of Thine adversaries, To make the
enemy and the revengeful cease.

3 When | consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers,
The moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; 4 What is
man, that Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of man,
that Thou dost care for him? 5 Yet Thou hast made him a little
lower than God, And dost crown him with glory and majesty! 6
Thou dost make him to rule over the works of Thy hands; Thou
hast put all things under his feet, 7 All sheep and oxen, And also
the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the heavens, and the fish of
the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas. 9 O

LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Thy name in all the earth!

Gen. 1:28 And God blessed them; and God said to them,
"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over

every living thing that moves on the earth."

29
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Hebrews 2

8 ...Forin subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is
not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected
to him. 9 But we do see Him who has been made for a little while
lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of
death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God He
might taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for
whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing
many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through

sufferings.

Genesis 2

18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to
be alone; | will make him a helper suitable for him." 19 And out of
the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature,
that was its name. 20 And the man gave names to all the cattle,
and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for
Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.

21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the
man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh at that place. 22 And the LORD God fashioned into a
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her
to the man. 23 And the man said, "This is now bone of my bones,
And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she
was taken out of Man." 24 For this cause a man shall leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall
become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked
and were not ashamed.

30
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Romans 5
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world,
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because

all sinned--

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even
over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of

Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.
18 So then as through one transgression there resulted

condemnation to all men, even so through one act of

righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.

31
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Ephesians 5

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the
head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24
But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives [ought to
be] to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up
for her; 26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 28 So
husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.
He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated
his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also
does the church, 30 because we are members of His body. 31
FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND
MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE; AND THE TWO
SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32 This mystery is great; but | am

speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

Hebrews 2
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14 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He
might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is,
the devil; 15 and might deliver those who through fear of death
were subject to slavery all their lives. 16 For assuredly He does
not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of
Abraham. 17 Therefore, He had to be made like is brethren in all
things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He
has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are

tempted.
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Six

Hebrews 3

1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling...

...consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our
confession. 2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as
Moses also was in all His house. 3 For He has been counted
worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder
of the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house
is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God. 5 Now
Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of
those things which were to be spoken later; 6 but Christ was
faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold

fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
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7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says,

“Today, if you would hear His voice, 8 do not harden your
hearts, as at Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the wilderness;
9 when your fathers tested Me, they tried Me, though they had
seen My work. 10 For forty years | loathed that generation, And
said they are a people who err in their heart, And they do not
know My ways. 11 Therefore | swore in My anger, truly they shall
not enter into My rest."

12 Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of
you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.
13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still
called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ,
if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end;
15 while it is said,

"TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN

YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME."

16 For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed,
did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? 17 And
with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those
who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom
did He swear that they should not enter His rest, but to those who
were disobedient? 19 And so we see that they were not able to

enter because of unbelief.
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| Corinthians 9:22- 10:12

22 To the weak | became weak, that | might win the weak; |
have become all things to all men, that | may by all means save
some. 23 And | do all things for the sake of the gospel, that | may
become a fellow partaker of it.

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run,
but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may
win. 25 And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-
control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore | run in such a way,
as not without aim; | box in such a way, as not beating the air; 27
but | buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after |
have preached to others, | myself should be disqualified.

1 For | do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our
fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3
and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same
spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which
followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most
of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the

wilderness.
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6 Now these things happened as examples for us, that we
should not crave evil things, as they also craved. 7 And do not be

idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written,

"THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND
STOOD UP TO PLAY."

8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some
of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 10 Nor grumble,
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they
were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed

lest he fall.

Hebrews 3:19-4:1

19 And so we see that they were not able to enter because of
unbelief. 1 Therefore...
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Seven

The Five Warnings of Hebrews
Hebrews 2:1-4 (1* warning)

God calls our attention to the need to pay much closer attention to the
prophecies concerning the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ, because if we
neglect this knowledge or drift away from it, we will receive a just recompense.

Hebrews 3:1-4:13 (2na warning)

God calls our attention to the Sabbath Rest which is yet for His

people, using the Children of Israel as an example of the potential

loss of that rest. We are warned to

e hold fast our confidence and hope firm until the end (3:6)

e not to allow our hearts to be hardened by sin and fall away from
God (3:12)

to believe what has been taught about the timing of the rest (4:3-9)
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Colossians 1
9 ... we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may

be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 10 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the
Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened
with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of
all steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light. 13 For He delivered us from the domain of
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son...
...16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities — all things have been created by Him and
for Him...

... 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having
made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, | say,
whether things on earth or things in heaven. 21 And although you
were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil
deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body
through death, in order to present you before Him holy and
blameless and beyond reproach — 23 if indeed you continue in
the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away
from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was

proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was
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made a minister. 24 Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
and in my flesh | do my share on behalf of His body (which is the

church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions.

Old Testament —

New Testament —

First Warning —
Hebrews 2

1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to
what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For if the word
spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every trans-
gression and disobedience received a just recompense, 3 how

shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?

...5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come,

concerning which we are speaking.
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Second Warning — Comparison is made!
Hebrews 3
1  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly

calling...

Moses

e was a faithful as a servant (3:5a)

¢ is a testimony of things spoken of later (3:5b)

¢ (in his day) the people
— hardened their hearts in the day of testing (3:8, 15)
—did not enter God’s Rest (3:11, 18, 19, 4:3, 5, 6)
— had unbelieving hearts (3:10, 12, 19, 4:2)
— fell away from God (3:12, 4:11)

Who provoked God?

With Whom was God angry?

Who could not enter His rest?

— all who came out of Egypt (except Joshua and Caleb)
Why?

— unbelief and disobedience
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Hebrews 3
1  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly

calling...

5 Moses was... a testimony of those things which were spoken of
later, 6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose
house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our

hope firm until the end.

12 Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of
you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.
13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still
called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ,
if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end;

15 while it is said,
"TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR
HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME."

... 16 For who provoked [Him] when they had heard?
19 And so we see that they were not able to enter because

of unbelief.
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Hebrews 4

1 Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise remains of
entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short
of it. 2 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as
they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it
was not united by faith in those who heard. 3 For we who have

believed enter that rest, just as He has said,

"AS | SWORE IN MY WRATH, THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY
REST,"

although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.

4 For He has thus said somewhere concerning the seventh day,
"AND GOD RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL HIS WORKS";
5 and again in this passage,
"THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST."

6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those
who formerly had good news preached to them failed to enter

because of disobedience,

7 He again fixes a certain day, "Today," saying through
David after so long a time just as has been said before, "TODAY
IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS."
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8 For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have
spoken of another day after that. 9 There remains therefore a
Sabbath rest for the people of God. 10 For the one who has
entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God
did from His.

11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest

anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of
soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature
hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the
eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 14 Since then we have a
great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not
have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without
sin. 16 Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of
grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in

time of need.
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Eight

Hebrews 2

14 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He
might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is,
the devil; 15 and might deliver those who through fear of death
were subject to slavery all their lives. 16 For assuredly He does
not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of
Abraham. 17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all
things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He
has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are

tempted.
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Hebrews 4
11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest

anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any

two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts
and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden
from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of
Him with whom we have to do. 14 Since then we have a great
high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a
high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16
Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of
need.
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Nine

The Five Warnings of Hebrews

Hebrews 2:1-4 (1* warning)

God calls our attention to the need to pay much closer attention to
the prophecies concerning the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ,
because if we neglect this knowledge or drift away from it, we will

receive a just recompense.

Hebrews 3:1-4:13 (2nd warning)

God calls our attention to the Sabbath Rest which is yet for His

people, using the Children of Israel as an example of the potential

loss of that rest. We are warned to

e hold fast our confidence and hope firm until the end (3:6)

e not to allow our hearts to be hardened by sin and fall away from
God (3:12)

e to believe what has been taught about the timing of the rest (4:3-
9)
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Hebrews 5

1 For every high priest taken from among men is appointed
on behalf of men in things pertaining to God, in order to offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins; 2 he can deal gently with the ignorant
and misguided, since he himself also is beset with weakness; 3
and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for
the people, so also for himself. 4 And no one takes the honor to
himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron
was.

5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a
high priest, but He who said to Him,

"THOU ART MY SON, TODAY | HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE";
6 just as He says also in another passage,

"THOU ART A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE
ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."

7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and
supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save
Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety. 8
Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things
which He suffered. 9 And having been made perfect, He became
to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, 10
being designated by God as a high priest according to the order
of Melchizedek.
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Genesis 14:16-15:1

16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought
back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the women,
and the people.

17 Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer
and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to
meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now
he was a priest of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him and
said, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered
your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tenth of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give the people
to me and take the goods for yourself."

22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have sworn to
the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, 23
that | will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is
yours, lest you should say, 'l have made Abram rich.' 24 | will take
nothing except what the young men have eaten, and the share of
the men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them
take their share."

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in
a vision, saying, "Do not fear, Abram, | am a shield to you; Your

reward shall be very great."
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Psalm 110
1 The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand, Until |

make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet."

2 The LORD will stretch forth Thy strong scepter from Zion,
[saying], "Rule in the midst of Thine enemies."

3 Thy people will volunteer freely in the day of Thy power;
In holy array, from the womb of the dawn, Thy youth are to Thee
as the dew. 4 The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind,
"Thou art a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek."

5 The Lord is at Thy right hand; He will shatter kings in the
day of His wrath. 6 He will judge among the nations, He will fill
them with corpses, He will shatter the chief men over a broad
country. 7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside; Therefore

He will lift up His head.
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Ten

The Five Warnings of Hebrews

Hebrews 2:1-4 (1* warning)

God calls our attention to the need to pay much closer attention to
the prophecies concerning the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ,
because if we neglect this knowledge or drift away from it, we will

receive a just recompense.

Hebrews 3:1-4:13 (2nd warning)

God calls our attention to the Sabbath Rest which is yet for His

people, using the Children of Israel as an example of the potential

loss of that rest. We are warned to

e hold fast our confidence and hope firm until the end (3:6)

e not to allow our hearts to be hardened by sin and fall away from
God (3:12)

to believe what has been taught about the timing of the rest (4:3-9)

Hebrews 5:11-6:20 (3rd warning)

God calls our attention to pressing on to maturity. We are warned that

e the mature can partake of the word of righteousness, but not the immature
(5:13-14)

¢ God may not allow all to press to maturity because if one falls away, he will

not be allowed to come to repentance (6:6)

e we need to take hold of the hope, which is an anchor to our soul (6:18-19)
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Hebrews 5

8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the
things which He suffered. 9 And having been made perfect, He
became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,
10 being designated by God as a high priest according to the

order of Melchizedek.

11 Concerning him we have much to say, and [it is] hard to
explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by
this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for
someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of
God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For
everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word
of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food is for the
mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to
discern good and evil.

1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the
Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of
instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And this we

shall do, if God permits.
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Continuing —

4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened
and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made
partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of
God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen
away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since
they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to

open shame.

7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it
and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is
also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8 but if it yields thorns
and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends
up being burned.

9 But, beloved, we are convinced of better things
concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we
are speaking in this way. 10 For God is not unjust so as to forget
your work and the love which you have shown toward His name,
in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 11 And
we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to
realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you may
not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and

patience inherit the promises.
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Eleven

What is our hope?

Hope — elpis (Heb. 3:6; 6:11, 18, [19]; 11:1][elpis0])

assurance — hupostasis (Heb. 1:3; 3:14; 11:1)

hold fast — katecho (Heb. 3:6, 14; 10:23)

confidence — parrhesia (Heb. 3:6; 4:16;, 10:19, 35)
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Hebrews 3

6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose
house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the
boast of our hope firm until the end.

...14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold

fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end

(Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and
the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all

things by the word of His power).

Hebrews 6

11 And we desire that each one of you show the same
diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until
the end, 12 that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of
those who through faith and patience inherit the
promises. 13 For when God made the promise to
Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, 14 saying, "I WILL SURELY BLESS
YOU, AND | WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU." 15 And
thus, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.
16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and
with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of

every dispute.
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17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to
the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His
purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 in order that by two
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to
lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have
fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a [hope]
both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the
veil, 20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us,
having become a high priest forever according to the

order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 7
19 ... and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a

better hope, through which we draw near to God.

Hebrews 10

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful...

...35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence,

which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of
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endurance, so that when you have done the will of God,
you may receive what was promised. 37 FOR YET IN A
VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL
COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY. 38 BUT MY
RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE
SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN
HIM. 39 But we are not of those who shrink back to
destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving

[saving] of the soul.

Hebrews 11
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the

conviction of things not seen.

[l Timothy 3:16-4:3 (ff)

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; 17 that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work. 1 | solemnly
charge [you] in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His
appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; be

ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
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exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to

their own desires...
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Twelve

Notes:

Promises to Abraham —
Genesis 12
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your
country, And from your relatives And from your father's
house,

To the land which | will show you;

2 And | will make you a great nation,

And | will bless you,

And make your name great;

And so you shall be a blessing;

3 And | will bless those who bless you,

And the one who curses you | will curse.

And in you all the families of the earth shall be

blessed."
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Genesis13

14 And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had
separated from him, "Now lift up your eyes and look from
the place where you are, northward and southward and
eastward and westward;

15 for all the land which you see,

| will give it to you and to your descendants
forever.

16 "And | will make your descendants as the dust
of the earth; so that if anyone can number the dust of the
earth, then your descendants can also be numbered.

17 "Arise, walk about the land through its length

and breadth; for | will give it to you."

Genesis 14

17 Then after his return from the defeat of
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king
of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh
(that is, the King's Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of
Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest
of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him and said,

"Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of
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heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And

he gave him a tenth of all.

Genesis 14

21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give
the people to me and take the goods for yourself."

22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, "l have
sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of
heaven and earth, 23 that | will not take a thread or a
sandal thong or anything that is yours, lest you should
say, '| have made Abram rich.' 24 "| will take nothing
except what the young men have eaten, and the share
of the men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre;
let them take their share."

Genesis 15

1 After these things the word of the LORD came
to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not fear, Abram, | am a
shield to you; Your reward shall be very great."

5 And He took him outside and said, "Now look
toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able

to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your
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descendants be." 6 Then he believed in the LORD; and

He reckoned it to him as righteous-ness.

7 And He said to him, "l am the LORD who
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this
land to possess it."

...18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, "To your descendants | have given this

land, From the river of Egypt...

Genesis 17

1 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the
LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "l am God
Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. 2 And |
will establish My covenant between Me and you, And |
will multiply you exceedingly."

3 And Abram fell on his face, and God talked with
him, saying, 4 "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with
you, And you shall be the father of a multitude of
nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram,
But your name shall be Abraham; For | will make you the
father of a multitude of nations. 6 And | will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and | will make nations of you, and

kings shall come forth from you.
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7 "And | will establish My covenant between Me
and you and your descendants after you throughout their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and to your descen-dants after you. 8 And | will give
to you and to your descendants after you, the land of
your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an

everlasting possession; and | will be their God."

...15 Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai
your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. 16 And | will bless her, and indeed |
will give you a son by her. Then | will bless her, and she
shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall come

from her."

Genesis 22

1 Now it came about after these things, that God
tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he
said, "Here | am."

2 And He said, "Take now your son...
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...15 Then the angel of the LORD called to
Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, "By
Myself | have sworn, declares the LORD, because you
have done this thing, and have not withheld your son,
your only son, 17 indeed | will greatly bless you, and |
will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the
heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and
your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18
And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be

blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Thirteen

NOTES:
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Fourteen

Hebrews 6
4 For in the case of those who have

once been enlightened and

have tasted of the heavenly gift and

have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5
and

have tasted the good word of God and

the powers of the age to come,
6 and then have fallen away,
it is impossible to renew them again to repentance,

since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God,

and put Him to open shame.
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Hebrews 10

26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain terrifying expectation
of judgment, and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL
CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 28 Anyone who has
set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who
has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which
he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?
30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE,
| WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE
HIS PEOPLE." 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.

Example found in Numbers 13 —15
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Numbers 15
1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2
"Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, 'When you

enter the land where you are to live...

17 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18
"Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, "When you

enter the land where | bring you...

22 'But when you unwittingly fail and do not
observe all these commandments, which the LORD has
spoken to Moses, 23 even all that the LORD has
commanded you through Moses, from the day when the
LORD gave commandment and onward throughout your
generations, 24 then it shall be, if it is done
unintentionally, without the knowledge of the
congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one
bull for a burnt offering, as a soothing aroma to the
LORD, with its grain offering, and its libation, according
to the ordinance, and one male goat for a sin offering. 25
Then the priest shall make atonement for all the
congregation of the sons of Israel, and they shall be

forgiven; for it was an error, and they have brought their
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offering, an offering by fire to the LORD, and their sin
offering before the LORD, for their error.

26 'So all the congregation of the sons of Israel
will be forgiven, with the alien who sojourns among
them, for [it happened] to all the people through error. 27
Also if one person sins uninten-tionally, then he shall
offer a one year old female goat for a sin offering. 28
And the priest shall make atonement before the LORD
for the person who goes astray when he sins uninten-
tionally, making atonement for him that he may be
forgiven.

29 You shall have one law for him who does
anything unintentionally, for him who is native among the
sons of Israel and for the alien who sojourns among
them.

30 'But the person who does anything defiantly,
whether he is native or an alien, that one is blaspheming
the LORD; and that person shall be cut off from among
his people. 31 Because he has despised the word of the
LORD and has broken His commandment, that person

shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall be on him."

74



Understanding Hebrews Lecture Notes

Psalm 34

...9 For evildoers will be cut off, But those who wait for
the LORD, they will inherit the land.

...22 For those blessed by Him will inherit the land; But
those cursed by Him will be cut off.

...28 For the LORD loves justice, And does not forsake
His godly ones; They are preserved forever; But the
descendants of the wicked will be cut off. 29 The
righteous will inherit the land, And dwell in it forever.
...34 Wait for the LORD, and keep His way, And He will
exalt you to inherit the land; When the wicked are cut off,

you will see it.

Back to Numbers 15

32 Now while the sons of Israel were in the
wilderness, they found a man gathering wood on the
sabbath day. 33 And those who found him gathering
wood brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the
congregation; 34 and they put him in custody because it
had not been declared what should be done to him. 35

Then the LORD said to Moses, "The man shall surely be
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put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with
stones outside the camp." 36 So all the congregation
brought him outside the camp, and stoned him to death

with stones, just as the LORD had commanded Moses.
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Lecture Notes — Lesson Fifteen

The Five Warnings of Hebrews

Hebrews 2:1-4 (1* warning)

God calls our attention to the need to pay much closer attention to the prophecies
concerning the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ, because if we neglect this

knowledge or drift away from it, we will receive a just recompense.

Hebrews 3:1-4:13 (2nd warning)

God calls our attention to the Sabbath Rest which is yet for His people, using the
Children of Israel as an example of the potential loss of that rest. We are warned
to

e hold fast our confidence and hope firm until the end (3:6)

e not to allow our hearts to be hardened by sin and fall away from God (3:12)

to believe what has been taught about the timing of the rest (4:3-9)

Hebrews 5:11-6:20 (3rd warning)

God calls our attention to pressing on to maturity. We are warned that

e the mature can partake of the word of righteousness, but not the immature (5:13-14)

e God may not allow all to press to maturity because if one falls away, he will not be allowed
to come to repentance (6:6)

we need to take hold of the hope, which is an anchor to our soul (6:18-19)

Hebrews 10:26-39 (4™ warning)

If one does go on to maturity, coming into a full understanding of
the truth (concerning the coming kingdom), then sins willfully

against this knowledge, he can expect a firey judgment.
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Hebrews 10:35-12:2

35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which
has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance,
so that when you have done the will of God, you may
receive what was promised. 37 FOR YET IN A VERY
LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME,
AND WILL NOT DELAY. 38 BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK,
MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM.

39 But we are not of those who shrink back to
destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving

of the soul.

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the men of
old gained approval. 3 By faith we understand that the
worlds [Lit. ages] were prepared by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things which are
visible.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice
than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that
he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and
through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.

5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should
not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE
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GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that
before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. 6 And
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and [that] He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about
things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the
salvation of his household, by which he condemned the
world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is
according to faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed
by going out to a place which he was to receive for an
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was
going. 9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac
and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for he
was looking for the city which has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.

11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to
conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she
considered Him faithful who had promised; 12 therefore,
also, there was born of one man, and him as good as
dead at that, as many descendants AS THE STARS OF
HEAVEN IN NUMBER, AND INNUMER-ABLE AS THE
SAND WHICH IS BY THE SEASHORE.
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13 All these died in faith, without receiving the
promises, but having seen them and having welcomed
them from a distance, and having confessed that they
were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those
who say such things make it clear that they are seeking
a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been
thinking of that country from which they went out, they
would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is,
they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for
He has prepared a city for them.

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered
up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was
offering up his only begotten son; 18 it was he to whom
it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL
BE CALLED." 19 He considered that God is able to
raise men even from the dead; from which he also
received him back as a type.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even
regarding things to come.

21 By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each
of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped, leaning on the

top of his staff.
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22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made
mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave
orders concerning his bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden
for three months by his parents, because they saw he
was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the
king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25
choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of
God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; 26
considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. 28
By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the
blood, so that he who destroyed the first-born might not
touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as
though they were passing through dry land; and the
Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after
they had been encircled for seven days.

31 By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along
with those who were disobedient, after she had

welcomed the spies in peace.
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32 And what more shall | say? For time will fail

me if | tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith
conquered kingdoms, performed [acts of] righteousness,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, from weakness were made strong, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women
received back their dead by resurrection; and others
were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that
they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others
experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains
and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were
sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death
with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of
whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts
and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 39
And all these, having gained approval through their faith,
did not receive what was promised, 40 because God
had provided something better for us, so that apart from
us they should not be made perfect.

1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every

encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us,

82



Understanding Hebrews Lecture Notes

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before
us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter
of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.

83



Understanding Hebrews Lecture Notes

84



Understanding Hebrews Lecture Notes

Lecture Notes — Lesson Sixteen

Hebrews 12

1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the
sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by
sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose
heart.

4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood
in your striving against sin; 5 and you have forgotten the
exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "MY SON, DO
NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR
FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 6 FOR THOSE
WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE
SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES." 7 It is for
discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom [his] father does not discipline? 8 But if
you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers,
then you are illegitimate children and not sons.

9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and
we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the
Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short
time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good,
that we may share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment
seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been
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trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness. 12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak
and the knees that are feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your
feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but
rather be healed.

14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without
which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes
short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up
causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;

16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau,
who sold his own birthright for a single meal.

17 For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for
repentance, though he sought for it with tears.

18 For you have not come to a mountain that may be
touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and
whirlwind, 19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words
which sound was such that those who heard begged that no
further word should be spoken to them.

...22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23 to the
general assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of
righteous men made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a
new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better
than the blood of Abel. 25 See to it that you do not refuse Him
who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused
him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape who
turn away from Him who warns from heaven. 26 And His voice
shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "YET
ONCE MORE | WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT
ALSO THE HEAVEN."
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Hebrews 13

1 Let love of the brethren continue. 2 Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained
angels without knowing it. 3 Remember the prisoners, as though
in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you
yourselves also are in the body.

Hebrews 13
4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage
bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

| Thessalonians 4

1 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the
Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how
you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk),
that you may excel still more. 2 For you know what
commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3
For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you
abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to
possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful
passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and that no
man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the
Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you
before and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for
the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.
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Il Corinthians 11

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 27 Therefore whoever
eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 28
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.
30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a
number sleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should
not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by
the Lord in order that we may not be condemned along with the
world.

Hebrews 13

4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the
marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will
judge. 5 Let your character be free from the love of money, being
content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL
NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL | EVER FORSAKE YOU,"

6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, |
WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT SHALL MAN DO TO ME?”" 7
Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to
you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.
9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is
good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods,
through which those who were thus occupied were not benefited.

17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep
watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let
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them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be
unprofitable for you.

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good
conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things.
19 And | urge you all the more to do this, that | may be restored to
you the sooner. 20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from
the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of
the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every
good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

22 But | urge you, brethren, bear with this word of
exhortation, for | have written to you briefly.

Matthew 7

13 "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the
way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who
enter by it.

Colossians 3

18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be embittered
against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all
things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not
exasperate your children, that they may not lose heart. 22 Slaves,
in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with
external service, as those who merely please men, but with
sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your
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work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 24 knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is
the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will
receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and
that without partiality.
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